College Algebra, Math 1310

Course Policies and General Information

Fall, 2007
Instructor


Leigh Hollyer

Office



617 PGH

Mailbox


650 PGH

email



dog@uh.edu
Website


www.math.uh.edu/~dog
Phone



don’t phone me, use email, please

Office hours


Mondays and Fridays
in MathLab, 222 Garrison





9am – 11am

Lecture time and place
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m., SR 117, Section 10355
Final



in CASA by appointment, starting 12/8

Text
is online and no additional charge.  

Go to http://online.math.uh.edu/Math1310

Announcements     will be made at the beginning of lecture and on my website.  You are responsible for knowing any announcements or changes.   I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus and policies statements; I will announce such changes in class.

Calculators
are not allowed.  Don’t get dependent by using them on your homework.

Cheating 
won’t be tolerated.  See page 8 of the Student Handbook for details.

Course Policies quiz:
on CourseWare.  It is required that you make a 100 asap.  Your quizzes will be offline until it’s done.

Daily  poppers:
Class attendance is mandatory and will count 10% of your grade.  You will record the answers to questions asked throughout the lecture on a purple Scantron that you will bring to class and turn in at the end of the class for grading.  If you do not bring a Scantron, your popper score will be a zero.  This will start the third week of school.  I will drop a few popper scores to account for legitimate absences at the end of the semester.  No makeups on poppers.

Dropping
You are responsible for making sure you have been successfully dropped from the course.  Do not depend on me to drop you for any reason nor should you assume that paperwork will be done for you automatically.  Pay attention to drop deadlines and check PeopleSoft for your course status.  If you want to be dropped, let me know; don’t assume I’m going to do it for you even if you deserve it.  Forms must be turned in by the deadlines in the University academic calendar.

Extra Credit
Immediately prior to each test and the final there will be a practice test available online.  You may take it as many times as you want; 10% of your high score will be added to your test grade in my gradebook at the end of the semester.  Please make sure to note the date that the test will be removed from online – get your extra credit done well before that date.  Don’t wait til the last minute to practice – CourseWare has nervous breakdowns occasionally and we don’t extend deadlines for any reason.

Final
The final is compulsory and comprehensive.  It is one hour and 50 minutes long.  The final counts 15% of your grade.  You must take it at CASA by appointment starting a couple of days after the last lecture.  Be sure to make a reservation in advance.  You must score a 50 on the final (without extra credit points) to be eligible to pass the course.

Grading
The overall grading scheme is:




Test 1 *


10%





Attendance poppers

10%




Tests in CASA (2 – 5)

40%




Weekly quizzes

15%




Turn-in homework

10%




Final



15%

* on CourseWare, two tries only, Aug. 20 – Sept. 1
Extra credit will not show up on the grade in your personal gradebook; it will be added to the test grades in MY gradebook at the end of the semester.

The University standard grade system will be used.  

If x is your grade:
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F
below 60

Grades will be calculated without decimals, rounded by Excel to the nearest whole number.

Help 

for the course is available at MathLab (222 Garrison) from 

9am to 6pm MTu, 

9am – 7pm WTh and 

9am to 2pm Friday.  

Tutoring is also available at LSS (3rd floor of the Social Work building).  

Audiovisual tapes of the material can be checked out from the publications department of the Library.

Online help and streaming lectures are available at  http://online.math.uh.edu, and through the discussion board on Courseware.  
Homework
Assigned homework is to be turned in before I start lecture.  Homework is to be handed in class and nowhere else.  A runner will pick up the homework after class has started.  Once the homework is picked up, I will not accept any more homework.  Please do not turn in homework early or late; turn it in on the day specified on time.  

I will drop your 4 lowest homework scores before I calculate your average for the semester to cover for illnesses or excused absences of any sort.  

See the homework assignment and due date page on my website for details of what’s due when.  See the textbook for the actual problems – they’re at the end of the section of text.

Each homework assignment will be turned in on a completely filled out red homework Scantron.  Homework that doesn’t conform will be penalized or not graded at all.  Homework will be graded on completeness and correctness.  As the answers to all the problems are posted online, getting the right answer is worth 0 points; you will be graded on your work.    Not every problem will be graded every time.

Homework will not be returned to you.  Grades will be posted in your gradebook about a week after you turn it in.   You may check the grading by clicking on the link to see the pdf of your homework.
Important dates for this class
	First class day
	Tuesday, Aug. 21

	Test one – on WebCT
	Aug.20 – Sept. 8

	Makeup petition deadline T1
	Thursday, Sept. 6

	Last day to drop w/o grade
	Tuesday, Sept. 4

	Test 2 starts
	Thursday, Sept. 27

	Makeup petition deadline T2
	Thursday, Oct. 11

	Test 3 starts
	Thursday, Oct. 25

	Last day to drop at all*
	Wednesday, Oct. 31

	Test 4 starts
	Thursday, April 12

	Makeup petition deadline T3
	Thursday, Nov. 8

	Test 5 starts
	Wednesday, Nov. 28

	Makeup petition deadline T4
	Thursday, Nov. 29

	Makeup petition deadline T5
	Thursday, Nov. 29

	Final**
	begins Dec. 8


*You are not guaranteed a “W”.  If you are failing, your grade may be an F.

**the final is 1 hour and 50 minutes long

Make-ups
There are no make-ups for weekly quizzes, homework, or attendance poppers.  

Making up a test is by petition; see me for  the Make-up Test Petition form quickly enough that you can have it returned to me within 4 working days of the end of the testing period.  Good documentation is required for a makeup to be permitted; a note from a parent is NOT good documentation.   

Being auto-reserved into an inconvenient reservation is not an acceptable reason to be given a make-up test. 

Make-ups will be both longer and harder than the original test.  

Prerequisites
There are prerequisites for the course.  



You must be able to document one of the following prerequisites:

1. A total SAT score of 900 or more.

2. An SAT mathematics subscore of 530 or more.

3. An ACT composite score of 21 or more.

4. A score of 250 or more on the THEA Math test.

5. Completed Math 1300 at UH – Central or UH – Downtown and          received a grade of “S”.

6.  Obtained a score of 11 or better on the Basic Algebra (BA) section of the UH Math Placement Test prior to April 2007
7.  Obtained a score of 65 or better on the Math Department Placement 

   Test through CourseWare after April 2007.

Rescheduling
You may be able to reschedule a test appointment during the testing period depending on space availability.  Please try this option if you miss your test reservation.  Makeup petitions citing an inability to reschedule as the documentation will be denied.  Do not assume that you will be able to reschedule – check availability first. 

Reservations
are required for Test 2, Test 3, Test 4, Test 5, and the final.  The reservations site is http://casa.uh.edu.    Please print a copy of your reservation for your records and bring it with you as proof of a reservation when you go to take your test.

If you do not make a reservation by the deadline (midnight before the test begins), one will be made for you without regard to convenience, nor will you be notified of the reservation time; check your account for your reservation.  Changing a reservation is technically possible but depends totally on space availability…if no spaces for a change are available you may not change your reservation.

If you missed a reservation for any reason, you will NOT be auto-scheduled for the next test.  You must make your own reservation.  Having this happen to you is NOT sufficient to be granted a makeup test.

Scantrons
Poppers will be taken on a Math department, purple Scantron.  Make sure you bring one to every class starting with Tuesday, Sept 4.  I will not be supplying any to anyone for any reason.  I will ask five attendance popper questions during the lecture.  The forms are due at the end of class.  There will be no make-ups on attendance poppers.


Homework will be written out the red Scantrons; one assignment per Scantron.  Make separate piles if more than one assignment is due on a lecture day.  Homework on forms that are not appropriately filled out will not be graded.  There are no make-ups on homework.

Test 1
will be given on CourseWare, Aug. 20 – Sept. 8.  Two tries.
Tests 2 - 5
There will be five exams given during semester; each is 50 minutes long.  All the tests but the first one will be given in CASA (room 221A Garrison).   You must make a reservation for each test in CASA; the reservations can be made online using a link from the WebCT homepage.  You must make your reservation before the testing period begins; the scheduling system turns off at midnight before a testing period begins.  Each test in CASA counts 10% of your grade.


The test schedule is


Test 1

Aug. 20 on CourseWare

Algebra 2


Test 2

Sept. 27 starts, CASA


Ch. 1 and 2




Test 3

Oct. 25 starts, CASA


Ch. 3


Test 4

Nov. 7 starts, CASA


Ch. 4


Test 5

Nov. 28 starts, CASA


Ch. 5


Final

Dec. 8  - Dec. 13, CASA

comprehensive

Testing Center

is also known as CASA.  It is in 221A Garrison.  You will be required to show a Cougar 1 card to check in (a drivers license will NOT be ok).  You will not be permitted to take personal belongings (including purses, cell phones and  fanny packs) to the testing cubicle; you will be required to check them.  Neither the department nor the University is liable for misplaced, lost, or stolen personal belongings.

Weekly quizzes   Starting the third week of school there will be weekly on line quizzes.  New quizzes will be posted every Sunday and will be taken down the next Monday at midnight.  You may take the quiz as many times as you like; your high score for the period will be the grade recorded for the quiz. 

Around the middle of the semester, if you have 3 scores below 70% recorded as your final quiz score, you may be dropped from the class (note that a missed quiz is a grade of 0).  If you have a failing grade at that time, you may be dropped with an F.  Check with me if you have any doubts about your status.  Don’t assume anything. 

Do not wait until Saturday afternoon to begin working on a quiz!  CourseWare has a finite number of “logins” that can be accommodated per hour and being unable to log on is not an excuse, neither are viruses or hardware failures.  There are no excused misses for a quiz because you have all week to take it.  You may print out the quizzes and get help on baffling questions in CASA Tutoring.


Your quiz average counts 15% of your grade.

vnet recordings – I tape the lectures and post them to vnet.com before I go home, usually.  

See my website for log-in information and a link to vnet.
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