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_.qrm College of Natural Sciences and

_ .>>Q+rm30.q mnm at the University of Houston implemented
- -the Scholar Enrichment Program (SEP) in the fall semester of
1992 for the academic enhancement and retention of

undergraduata students. Based on the Collaborative Leaming -

- Model, SFP's hallmark is the creaticn of & learning community
-for students-in high-risk classes, with workshops designed to
...m:rm:nm learning-and problem-sclving skills. SEP has produced
. “.“.:_@:Q retention rates and fewar withdrawals or failures,
mw_ m._a its me%:a”wo:maaa_,\ garn higher grades as a group
" than do non-SEP students. Also, participants in SEP s..o.m_a:mcm

~-tend to @aazma in significantly higher percentages..

My high school did not prepare
me for college. Therefore, | had
a hard time adjusting to no__.mmm.
_If it had not been for the
worlshops and the community of
staff and friends, m..mm:mﬂ:.m would
not have been possible.

-* Special workshops—with 2 small class size—support a

E m._.,__mam group of students enrolled in “gateway” science and

- mathematics courses such as calculus, chemistry, and physics.
: .mE.n_m:a are encouraged to collaberate in small groups as
-~they work on daily assignments, challenging supplemental
- worksheets, and mock exams. SEP provides a relaxed

- gtmosphere in a supportive environmient of peers.in addition

to experienced instructors who take a speciaf interest in the

success of their students.

_a.m@a.aa into these wark sessions are strategies on how
to learn, what fo leam, note teking; test preparation, and other
elemerits essential for success. Moarsover, the ss;m:%.
program has expanded to include key upper-division courses

in some majors.

This is a great program, Tutors m:.a_”
facilitators are a very important part -

of this organization, Students wh

want to do well can because there

are people who care about ther

Students are drawn to SEP in part because of Em.. w“p.:._S%E,
atmosphere that is created, SEP is designed to E.Eamém
elements identified as critical for student m:nmmmm._um%mma_z at
large, nonresidential urban ==_<ma.amm. These m_m_:mmﬁﬁ. such
as S__m_ga?._m learning groups, wm.m.q counseling, and providing
a "home base,” have one focus: to buiid a meaningful student

community within an acatlemic structure.

The program has contributed immensely
“to my success here, especially in the
calculus workshops where | scored in

the highest _umq.nm:m:..m of my n_mm.m.._

WHO CAN JOIN SEP? -~

Students admitted into’ SEP are primarily natural m.e..m_%mw.
mathematics, and engineering majors; but SEP _m.oumm_..a_.m__
majars enalled in STEM Hmn_m:n.m.. .H%:DEQ. m:@_:m_m.::@.

or mathematics} courses.
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